


——— aan 


f 


i as cK. dye’ _ No. 1. 


‘THE PHILANTROPIST. 


MONDAY, MARCH i6th, 1795. 









ee 
BN (A 

ro 
Pi 


Che Sire 

LONDON 

Printed for and fold by Daniet Isaac Eston; Printer and 
Bookfeller to the Supreme Majefty of the People, at the Cock 
and Swine, Nos 74, Newgate ftreet, 


1795: 


PRICE ONE PENNY. 








4 J would make you think well of yourfelf; I would raife your hope; I would 
roufe your ambition; I would fhake off your national ennu1; and develope 
the germs of genius, of virtue, and of public glory. There is not a tenant of 
the meaneft hovel, in whom } do not recognize the capability, and fovereignty 
of his nature through all its degradation; and the verieft wretch over whom I 
flumble in the ftrects, I deplore as the remote, but well conneéed confe« 
quence; of arabfurd political conftitution.”’ 


Drennan’s Letter to Eanu FetTzwintiam. 


- a 


Tatenr was conferred on mankind, undoubtedly, for 
the promotion of public vittue, and the enlargement of human 
felicity. It never could have been thé divine intention that 
its energies fliould be coerced, its exertions impeded, or that 
its radiance fhould be-obfcured in darknefs, and in night. 
‘No. So fublime a bleffing muft have been beftowed on man 
for purpofes more exalted in their objeét, and more confoling 
to human reafon itfelf. It muft have been beftowed on him, 
to infpire him with a fenfe of the dignity which he fuftained in 
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the creation, to teach him the duties which were due from 
him to his God, to himfelf, and to his fpecies, and thus, by 
awakening within him all thofe benevolent fympathies, and 
affections, which animate to philanthropy, and to generous 
action, to bind him to his fellow-creatures in focial charities, 
and in endearing intercourfe. 

Such can we difcover, from his defigns, and difpofitions, to 
have been the will of ourcommon PARENT ; and happy would 
it have been for the felicity, as well as for the character, of 
human nature, if that merciful inelination had never been 
counteracted! But experience obliges us to acknowledge the 
melancholy truth, that we ourfelves have often times defeated 
it. By negleéting to cherifh one blefling—we have loft every 
other that could beautify, and endear to us the poffeffion 
of life. For, directing our eyes back to a review of patt 
events, and beholding human exiftence at different periods in 
its diverfified forms and appearances, what do we contemplate, 
but one crouded piéture of the moft frightful groups, and dif- 
gufting aflemblages, that the moft lively imagination can con- 
ceive! what, but a moft lamentable, yet a real, exhibition of our 
fellow-creatures funken almoft beneath the loweft condition of 
degradation, and abafement! alternately. the victim of the 
craft of princes, and of priefts, and frequently of both of them 
together! at one time terrified by the anathemas of a perfecu- 
ting fuperftition into the moft abject fubmiffion ; at another, 
fcourged almoft beyond the patience of the meaneft fervitude, 
by the f{corpion thong of imperious, and unrelenting, def- 
potifm !—What a gioomy portrait too is prefented to us of the 
human mind!—We behold the underftanding, the genius and 
the intellect of man proftrated, as it were, before the fhrine of 
the moft abominable idols! We behold every faculty of the 
foul enchained, its beft powers either totally annihilated, or 
perverted to promote the defpicable. yiews of power, rapacity, 
and ambition !—a night of ignorance.overwhelming her empire, 

and ‘chafing away every ray of wifdom, of {cience, of public, or 
of 
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= of private virtue. —When F read of the infults, and indig- 
by fiities, man has dated to heap on man, only becaufe fortune 
ss had placed him on a throne—when I read of the enormitics, 
; the cool deliberate enormities, which have been perpetrated 
x againft the peace, and tranquillity, of fociety—when I read of 
the innocent blood, that has been fpilled to fatiate the thirft of 
ia reftiefs, and fanguinary ambition, and when, worft, and moft 
} dreadful of ! I read of the tyrannies, which have been exer- 
. ; cifed over the human mind itfelf- I vow to God, I know 
ech | ; : 
ae | not, whether I ought the more’ to. commiferate the fortune of 


in 0 a people depreffed, and enflaved, beneath the fetters of Ig- 
norance, or to execrate the remorfelefs authors of their afflic- 


“nd | tions, their fufferings, and their perfecations'! 

patt it, muft be acknowledged, however, that from thefe gloomy 
i pages of:our hiftory one important inftrudtion is.to be collected. 
me, | From.every evil fomething to-our advantage is to be extracted ; 


dit. | and this inftru&tiom has furely been: purchafed at too high a 
price, not to be attended’ to with earneftnefs, and is of itfelf 


ie too valuable, not to be engraved on the heart of évery Englith- 
wor 1 man, ' who reveres the independerice of his courtry. © The in- 
the ftryction is, that tyranny is’ ever'the infepayable attendant of 
Se ignorance, and that a Nation, which afpires ‘to the enjoyment 
ak, of that charter, which heaven has given it, in all the perfections 
ag of Liberty, muft be enlightened, and informed. 
ne 1 Imprefied fincerely, and deeply as I am with a conviction 
det- | of this eternal, and immutable truth, it is impoffible that I 
. the | ean advert to a favourite fentiment, which, I know, obtains 
Batt among a number of perfons, without abhorrence, and without 
ar: A indignation. ‘There are many who perfuade themfelves, and 
f the | who with to perfuade others, that the majefty of fcience fhould 
dor | never condefeend to vifit the houfe of the poor man. They 
acity, | tell us, that learning has a natural tendency to make the mind 
abit, difcontented with its fituation, and that it infpires defires in- 
sc, OF compatable with the low habits of hard, and laborious in- 
of | duftry: that to give the lower claffes of the community a . 
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relifh for literature, is not only doing an injury to them, bug 
alfo to fociety, fince it makes them more fenfible, and alive to 
their wrongs and misfortunes, without meliorating their lot, 
and fince it deprives the public of the fruits of their toil, by 
‘impelling them to other purfuits, and fuperior attainments. 
They quote the reflection of Gray in one of his beautiful odes» 
Since Ignorance is blifs, 
’Tis folly to be wife! 
But thefe reafons are as difgraceful, as they are untrue. They 
cannot be approved of by humanity, nor can they be confirmed 
by the approbation of the judgment. They are a libel on man, 
and on his creator. They pollute the lips which utter them, 
and fhew the heart from whence they flow, not only to be un- 
acquainted with human nature, and the human difpofition, but 
alfo to be little, fordid, and contracted. But to thefe enemies 
to their fpecies (for fo I muft confider them) let it be conceded 
that the diffufion of fcience and knowledge, would be accom- 
panied with the inconveniences of which they are apprehenfive, 
and for the prevention of which they prefcribe their bounds to 
the advancement of humanimprovement. I would afk thems 
though they might be able to reconcile their uncharitable difpo- 
fition to their own confciences, I would afk them, if they are 
capable of reflecting at all, how criminal muft they confider 
themfelves in the eyes of heaven, and what fhame and remorfe 
ought they to feel, when they recolle¢t, that they have been act- 
ing in defiance to the will of the Almighty, by impeding the 
progrefs of one of his nobleft works, and by confining thofe 
bleffings, which he intended fhould be communicated to all his 
creatures, within bounds fo feanty in themfelves, and fo hoftile 
to the real happinefs, and interefts of fo many thoufands of the 
human race ! 


Let therefore thefe unfeeling mifanthropes ceafe to impofe 
upon themfelves, and upon others. Rather let them contem- 
plate their own real condition, and let them afk themfelves 
what powers they poffefs of contributing to the weal of the com. 

munity ! 
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munity! Then let them compare their condition and powers 
with the condition and powers of thofe whom they treat with 


‘ contumely, and with infult, and whom they would have pre- 


cluded from enjoying the privileges of their nature ! What 
are they themfelves? Can they turn one furrow of the foil, or 
do they know how to fcatter one feed upon the earth? Can 
they of themfelves procure either the provifions that are to feed 
them, or the raiment which is to clothe them? What preten- 
fions then have fuch men, who, like the infant, depend on 
others for protection, and even for the enjoyment of life itfelf, 
what pretenfions have they to arrogate to themfelves fo much 
importance in the creation, as to monopolize the beft, and per- 
haps, only real means of happinefs that providence has fent into 
the earth! Should there be no return made for the fweat which 
is drained from the brow of the poor labourer, who, after his 
daily toil is over, is but half paid for his work and fervices! It 
is indeed a very grofs miftake to believe that the rich man main- 
tains the poor. The cafe is the reverfe, it is the poor man 
that maintains the rich ; for it is not the eftate, it is the labour 
which .is expended on it which furnifhes the luxuries of his 
table, and enables him to keep up the fplendour of his equi- 
page! Which then is the dearer object to our interefts, the 
labour, which produces the fruits and neceflaries of life, or the 
profufion and imprudence which wafte and lavifh them away! 
Permit, ye lower orders of fociety, but not the lefs valuable, 
becaufe ye fill that humble ftation, permit the Philanthropift 
whofe labours are dedicated to you, to addrefs you in the elo- 
quent and benevolent manner in which a writer has lately ad~ 
dreffed his own countrymen! ‘ O, People !—treated always 
in the extreme, as majefty, or as a mob !—worfhipped in the 
abftract with folemn mockery, abufed in the detail with wan- 
ton feurrility !—Thou common toaft and tool of penfioners and 
patriots !—Like the earth¥on which you tread, denied as dirt, 
though the great pabulum of luxury and enjoyment! Let me 
neyer owtrage your wretchednefs by bafe allufion, and contu~ 
melious 
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melious comparifon ; and by thé low eftimation fet upon you, 
fink you ftill lower in that felt-eftimation whith is thé fpring of 
good character ; and by vilifying and feandalizing your cha- 
ra¢ter, make you gloomily acquiéfce iA the calumny, and thus 
drive you to abandonment and defpair!” No. « Tvwoul 
‘(make you think well of yourfelf ; I would raife your hope ; 
“* T would roufe your ambition; I would fhake off your na-’ 
“ tional enitai ; and develope the germs of genius,’ of Virtue, 
and of public glory. There is not a tenant of the meatelft 
hovel, in whom I do not recognize ‘the capability, and 
fovereignty of his natute thfough all its degradation ; and thé 
verieft wretch over whoit I ftumble in the ftreets; I deplore 
** as the remote, but well connected cofifequence, of an abfurd 
© pulitical cofiftitution.” 


. 


~ 


“ce 


a 


“ 


r 


Tt is impofible that any one can look at the fituation of ‘the 


poor Of this éountry without emotions of a very painful‘and 
agonizing natute. The children of fortune and of affluence, 
Have feldom léifate or inclination to contemplate fo melancholy 
a picture. Having never tafted themfelves of the poifoned 
bow] of penury, they cannot feel for diftreffes with which they 
are unacquainted, nor can they commiferate the figh, which 
becaufe they never heaved, they believe to be feigned or hypo- 
ctitical. They read of the affliGtions of their fellow-creatures, 
as they Would amufe themfelves with a tale or a romance, arid 
they pity the unfriended child of want; perithing for a morfel of 
bread, as they would pity the defponding and lovelorn hero of 
the piece, or the unfortunate virgin confined by necromancy int 
fome enchanted eaftle. But there are fomc hearts made to fyms 
pathize with thofe that fuffer. ‘Fo fome minds it is a pleafing, 
though melancholy office, to leave the funthine of profperity, to 
view awhile amid the gloom of hard neceflity and want, the 
fcetic of wretchednefs itt which thoufands of their race are en 
gaged. Tt were an eafy tafk here ta awaken the compaffion of 
benevolent fouls by enumerating the miferies of hunger, thirft, 
eald, nakednefs, pain, and ficknefs. But thefe perhaps are the 
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lighteft hardfhips, which attend the abandoned, and neglectcd 
children of poverty. In what language, and with what fenti- 
ments fhall 1 fpeak of that ftate to which their mind, and every 
active energy of their nature are configned! Inftcad of being 
taught the duties, from whence are to flow all the comforts of 
life, they are either initiated in the docility of infant years in 
the arts of villainy, and are trained up for habits of difhonefty, 
or they are turned upon the world with no advantage to affift 
them, and with no guide to direct them in their path, to make 
their own fortunes, and to provide for their own fubfiftence. 
Who can be furprized then, that fach wretches fhould be hur- 
ried into deeds of guilt and wickednefs—and that at length, 
their minds debauched and rendered callous by a long courfe of 
crimes, they fhould be doomed to expiate their guilt at the tree 
of ignominy! 

It is therefore from an ardent with to do good, and to apply 
his humble talents to the beft purpofes, that the Philanthropift 
bkgins his career. To the People, whom he confiders as his 
fellow-creatures, and his brethren, he dedicates his feeble ef- 
forts! He wifhes to fee them happy and enlightened, and in 
the poffeffion of every bleffing, and of every liberty, that are 
the birthright of human beings! But to be thus happy and frec, 
he bids them remember, that their minds muft be illumined, 
and that the darknefs of ignorance muft be chafed away. 
Their minds muft be weaned from vice, and formed for vir- 
tuous action. This is the province for knowledge to accom- 
plith. To inftruét the-mind, is to prepare it-for the imiportant 
tafk it hasto perform on the theatre of life. May then fcience 
be widely foftered in this kingdom! May education be every 
where patronized and promoted | May poverty be deprived of 
her bittere(t fecourge and her fharpeft affliGtions, and may al 
her children be reftored to the dignity of that rank for which 
they were ordained by Heaven, but from which they have been 
debarred from the cruelty of their lot! 

We 
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We coriclude the firft riumber of the Philanthropift with i 
the following beautiful Addrefs to Poverty. . 


’Tis not that look of anguifh bath’d in tears, ; 
O, Poverty! thy haggard image wears, | 
*Tis not thofe famith’d limbs, naked and bare 

To the black tempeft’s rains, or the keen ait 

Of winter’s piercing winds, nor that fad eye 

Imploring the fmall boon of charity !— 

*Tis not that voice, whofe melancholy tale 

Might turn the purple cheek of grandeur pale, 

Nor all that hoft of woes thou bring’ft with thee, 

Infult, contempt, difdain, and contumely, 

That bid me call the lot of thofe forlorn, 

Who’neath thy rude oppreffion, figh, and mourn— 

But chief, relentlefs Power! thy hard controul, 

That to the earth bends low the afpiring foul, 

Thine iron grafp, thy fetters drear, which bind 

Each generous effort of the ftruggling mind ! 

Alas! that genius’ melancholy flow’r, 

Scarce opening yet to even’s nurturing fhow’r, 

Should, by thy pitilefs and cruel doom, 

Wither, ere nature marks her {miling bloom— 

That innocence, touch’d by thy dead'ning wand, 

Should pine, nor know one out-ftretch’d guardian hand— 
For this, O, Poverty! for them I fighy 

The haplefs victims of thy tyranny! 

For this, I call the lot of thofe fevere, i 
Who wander ‘mid thy haunts, and pine unheeded there } 
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